Kearns-Sayre syndrome in twins: lethal dominant mutation or acquired disease?
We studied twin brothers who met all diagnostic criteria for the Kearns-Sayre syndrome (KSS). The twins reinforce the view that KSS is a specific syndrome. They raise the possibility that the condition is inherited as a lethal dominant trait, a mode of inheritance that explains the observed paucity of familial cases. However, these cases do not exclude the possibility of an acquired cause, such as persistent viral infection of the brain.